Form 2C

Notice accompanying statement of claim served outside New Zealand

Schedule 3, clause 5A,  Employment Relations Act 2000
1 The plaintiff named in the attached statement of claim has commenced proceedings against you by filing a statement of claim in the Employment Court.

2 Even though you are outside New Zealand, the Court may hear and determine these proceedings.  It may do so if the proceedings come within its jurisdiction.  The grounds on which the plaintiff says that the proceedings come within the Court’s jurisdiction are set out in the statement of claim.

3 Even if the proceedings come within the Court’s jurisdiction, it may decide not to hear and determine them.  It may do so if it is satisfied that it is more appropriate for the matter to be resolved in a place outside New Zealand, that the plaintiff will have a fair opportunity in the place to make the plaintiff’s case, that the plaintiff will receive proper justice in the place, and that the defendant will suffer unfair disadvantage if the proceedings are heard in New Zealand.

4 The notice to you on the statement of claim tells you that, if you intend to defend the proceedings, you must file your statement of defence within 30 (or 50 or the appropriate number if the Court has given an extension) days after the date of service on you.

5 However, you may want to say that these proceedings do not come within the Court’s jurisdiction or that, even if they do, the Court should decide not to hear and determine them.  If so, you do not file a statement of defence.  Instead, you file an objection to the Court’s jurisdiction within 30 (or 50 or the appropriate number if the Court has given an extension) days after the date of service on you.

